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Mattimeo, by Brian Jacques, starts with a summer feast when Slagar the fox passes by the Abbey of Redwall. He and his band are disguised as performers. He plans to kidnap the young ones, the children, of the Abbey. Slagar plans to sell them in the underground kingdom of Malkariss. Meanwhile the heroes of Redwall are tracking the slavers to rescue the children and kill Slagar. 


This is the story of Matthis the warrior’s search for his son, Mattimeo. Mattias sets out on a journey to free the young ones and pursue Slagar to the end of his days. At the same time, Redwall is under siege by General Ironbeak the Raven and his seer, Mangiz the crow, and his army of rooks.

Sometimes, the Redwallers don’t have the sufficient answers to aid those that are far away from the Abbey. So, Martin the Warrior Spirit of Redwall usually visits one or more creatures in the Abbey to give them a message in verse that they have to solve. This usually leads to more puzzles. When they solve these puzzles, they get what they need to help the people outside Redwall. 


The story takes place in medieval times, in an abbey called Redwall Abbey in Mossflower country. Brain Jacques describes his creations with really great detail. For example, “They had a fine view of the western flatlands, shimmering gently in the warmth of high summer, brilliant with a profusion of yellow-and-cream penny cress, white clover, and patches of burnet rose.” The beauty makes you want to go there yourself. You can almost picture it. You can almost smell the sweet scent of all those beautiful flowers. 

Matthis the Warrior Mouse is handsome, modest, and kind. He is loyal to duty, can be angry if pushed, and he would sacrifice himself for his friends. In a previous book, he slew Asmodeus the serpent, killed Cluny the Scourge, and helped saved Redwall many times. In this book, he travel across Mossflower to find his young son, Mattimeo. 


Slagar the Cruel is the villain. He is a fox with a disfigured face. He wears a blue cloak, a diamond patterend mask to hide his face, blue gloves, a blue tunic and his weapon is a trhee-ended bolo. Slagar is as sly as his mother, Sela the Vixen. He is a treacherous, double-dealing and untruthful. He is a cunning slaver. He is the best slave catcher that the ruld of Maldariss, an underground city, ever recruited for reward. Whenever someone makes a mistake, he kills them. 


The Redwallers need to find out where Slagar the Fox is going. Martin (the Warrior Spirit of Redwall) gave Abbot Mordalfus a message in a dream. “Seek the founder in the stones where the little folk go.” The Redwallers figure out, that “the little folk” are the ants, and they follow the ants. The ants lead them to the grave of Abbess Germaine. She carried a take out tablet on her grave that would lead the way to Loamhedge. The Redwallers understand that Martin has told them that Loamhedge, or what remains of it, is where Slagar is taking the children. 


Brian Jacques, the author, was born in 1939 in Liverpool, England. He worked as a sailor, longshoreman, truck driver and radio broadcaster. He has written Redwall, Mossflower, Martin the Warrior, Triss, High Rhulain and many other books. He told stores at a school for the blind. These stories became the foundation for the Redwall series. 

This book is one of the greatest books I have ever read. I like the exciting battles involved in this book. I like that when the heroes of Redwall are away, Redwall is attacked by vermin and the peaceful brothers and sisters of the Abbey are forced to take action. People who like adventure stories, puzzles and riddles will like this book. 
